
The Path To Life Mark 8:31-9:13



In order to succeed sometimes 
we have to give up!





Mark 8:31 - 9:13 NIV


He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer 
many things and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests and the 
teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and after three days 
rise again. He spoke plainly about this, and Peter took him aside 
and began to rebuke him.

But when Jesus turned and looked at his disciples, he rebuked 
Peter. “Get behind me, Satan!” he said. “You do not have in mind 
the concerns of God, but merely human concerns.”




Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: 
“Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take 
up their cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save their life 
will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me and for the gospel 
will save it. What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, 
yet forfeit their soul? Or what can anyone give in exchange for 
their soul? If anyone is ashamed of me and my words in this 
adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed 
of them when he comes in his Father's glory with the holy angels.”

And he said to them, “Truly I tell you, some who are standing here 
will not taste death before they see that the kingdom of God has 
come with power.”




After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John with him and led 
them up a high mountain, where they were all alone. There he was 
transfigured before them. His clothes became dazzling white, 
whiter than anyone in the world could bleach them. And there 
appeared before them Elijah and Moses, who were talking with 
Jesus.

Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here. Let us put 
up three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 
(He did not know what to say, they were so frightened.)

Then a cloud appeared and covered them, and a voice came from 
the cloud: “This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him!”

Suddenly, when they looked around, they no longer saw anyone 
with them except Jesus.




As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus gave them orders 
not to tell anyone what they had seen until the Son of Man had 
risen from the dead. They kept the matter to themselves, 
discussing what “rising from the dead” meant.

And they asked him, “Why do the teachers of the law say that 
Elijah must come first?”

Jesus replied, “To be sure, Elijah does come first, and restores all 
things. Why then is it written that the Son of Man must suffer much 
and be rejected? But I tell you, Elijah has come, and they have 
done to him everything they wished, just as it is written about him.”




To reach the goal requires giving up.



To reach the goal requires giving up.



Phil. 2:6-8  NLT


Though he was God,

he did not think of equality with God

as something to cling to.

Instead, he gave up his divine privileges;

he took the humble position of a slave

and was born as a human being.

When he appeared in human form,

he humbled himself in obedience to God

and died a criminal’s death on a cross.




Mark 10:45  NIV


For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, 
and to give his life as a ransom for many.”




take up your cross, and follow me





If you try to hang on to your life, you will lose it. But 
if you give up your life for my sake and for the sake 
of the Good News, you will save it.


Matt. 10:38
Matt. 16:25
Mark 8:35

Luke 9:24
Luke 17:33
John 12:25

Losing life is saving life.


Mark 8:35  NLT
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“He is no fool who gives 
what he cannot keep to 
gain what he cannot lose.”


Jim Elliot



“The  Greatest Showman”





Something in plain sight can go unseen.








Philippians 3:7-11 NLT


I once thought these things were valuable, but now I 
consider them worthless because of what Christ has 
done. Yes, everything else is worthless when 
compared with the infinite value of knowing Christ 
Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have discarded 
everything else, counting it all as garbage, so that I 
could gain Christ and become one with him.



I no longer count on my own righteousness through 
obeying the law; rather, I become righteous through faith 
in Christ. For God’s way of making us right with himself 
depends on faith. I want to know Christ and experience 
the mighty power that raised him from the dead. I want to 
suffer with him, sharing in his death, so that one way or 
another I will experience the resurrection from the dead!



